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MADISON — A Jackson 
man received a sentence of 35 
years in 
prison after 
he was con-
victed on 
c h a r g e s 
related to a 
high-speed 
chase with 
l a w 
e n f o r c e -
ment that 
began in the 
city last 
year, Dis-
trict Attorney Bubba Bramlett 
announced this week. 

The man, Jonathan Santino 
Gray, 30, of Jackson pleaded 
guilty in Madison County Cir-
cuit Court to three counts of 
aggravated assault on a law 
enforcement officer, felony 
evasion, motor vehicle theft, 
and being a convicted felon in 
possession of a firearm. He was 
sentenced to serve 35 years in 
the custody of MDOC, accord-
ing to Bramlett.  

“Let this case be a warning 
to anyone thinking of running 
through Madison or Rankin 
counties and using your vehicle 
as a weapon against our offi-
cers,” Bramlett said who is the 
DA for the district that compris-
es both counties. “We will not 
take that lightly and you will 
face serious prison time for 
your actions.”  

On September 28, 2022, 
Gray stole a work vehicle from 
a contractor in the Silverleaf 
subdivision, Bramlett said.  

“Officers from the Sheriff’s 
Department, Madison PD, 
Ridgeland PD, and the US 
Marshalls Task Force were all 
involved in the capture of this 
dangerous man,” Bramlett said.  

“Jonathan Gray had 
absolutely zero regard for any-
one else as he sped down High-
land Colony during the middle 
of the work day.” 

Officers quickly located the 
vehicle in the city of Madison 
and attempted to stop Gray. 
According to Bramlett, he 
refused to stop — going over 
90 miles per hour as he fled 
south on the Highland Colony 
Parkway until he entered the 
city of Ridgeland where he 
rammed several police vehicles 
in an attempt to further elude 
law enforcement.  

By JOHN LEE 
john@onlinemadison.com 

  
Retiring Madison Crossing 

Principal Terri Thornton has 
been described as a wonderful 
and kind human being who 
would give you the shirt off of 
her back.  

“She is one of a kind and it 
will be hard shoes for someone 
to fill,”  said school secretary 
Renee Lewis who has worked 
for Mrs. Thornton for eight 
years.  

“She supports the staff, chil-
dren, and parents, and she’s a 
great leader who treats every-
one with respect and the way 
she would want to be treated. I 
wish her the best in her endeav-
ors and I will miss her.”  

Thornton has been in educa-
tion for 29 years and said it was 
her first grade teacher that had a 
large impact on her going into 
education and ultimately 
administration.  

“She would always share 
stories with me about learning 
to read and what I could 
become, and I felt so inspired 
by her,” Thornton said. “I 
always knew I wanted to be a 
teacher. I think it was a calling, 
and it was God’s purpose. My 
purpose was to serve children 
and families.”  

Thornton grew up in Bay 
Springs and graduated from 
Jackson State University. Her 
first job as a teacher was teach-
ing fourth grade math at the 
Power APAC School in Jack-

son. She most recently came to 
Madison Crossing in 2013 as 
an assistant principal.  

“The Power APAC principal 
at the time is who inspired me 
to become a principal,” Thorn-
ton said. “She genuinely cared 
and always had my best inter-
ests at heart, and her leadership 
style is what led to mine. 
Always make sure your people 
are taken care of.”  

Before coming to Madison 
Crossing, Thornton worked for 
Luther Branson Elementary and 
Velma Jackson High School in 
northern Madison County.  

She’s always felt being in 
education wasn’t something she 
had to do, but something she 
chose to do, and serving Madi-
son Crossing is something for 

which she will forever be grate-
ful. 

“I’m transitioning to another 
phase of my career, and I hope 
these students understand that I 
am not just leaving them,” she 
said. “I don’t know what’s next, 
but I know it will be something 
different. God has a way of 
showing you things, and I feel 
it’s time for me to go.”  

Thornton said her favorite 
part of serving Madison Cross-
ing has been building lifelong 
relationships with students and 
their families, and said there 
isn’t a single person she can 
walk up to and greet without a 
smile.  

“Building these relationships 
is what I enjoy most,” she said. 
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Man who 
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Madison Crossing principal retires after 29 years

Madison Crossing Principal Terri Thornton with students 
Akili Turner, Gabriel Pezold and Bryce Holmes.
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Mannsdale Upper Elementary 

commemorated the school’s history-
making Project Blueberry with a per-
manent plaque installed among freshly 
planted blueberry bushes last week. 

Students, teachers, and parents 
gathered on the school’s campus last 
Friday to unveil the plaque honoring 
the students and teachers who 
dreamed big and led to the creation of 
a new legislation establishing the 
blueberry as Mississippi’s state fruit. 

Earlier this year fourth-grade stu-
dents and their teacher Lisa Parenteau 
were inspired to begin the process of 
establishing a state fruit for Mississip-
pi.  

After reading an article in Scholas-
tic Magazine about students in Kansas 
working to support the adoption of a 
state fruit, the Mannsdale students 
began researching fruits grown in 
Mississippi and reached out to their 
local representative, Jill Ford.  

“After reading that article, my class 
asked me if Mississippi had a state 

fruit,” Parenteau told the Journal earli-
er this year. “I Googled it and saw we 
in fact didn’t have one. They then 
went out at recess and polled students 
to see what their favorite fruit was and 
had choices such as watermelon, 
grapes, strawberries, and more. I told 

them to do some research, and we dis-
covered the blueberry was responsible 
for nearly $2 million in state tax rev-
enue and is widely grown in the 
state.”  

Students selected the blueberry 
because it is nutritious and an impor-

tant crop in Mississippi, according to 
Gene Wright, Madison County 
Schools director of communications. 

In collaboration with the students, 
Rep. Ford in January introduced Proj-
ect Blueberry as House Bill 1027, pro-
posing the blueberry as Mississippi’s 
official state fruit.  

“Ultimately, I believe these young 
leaders learned no matter how small 
their ideas may seem, they can make 
big differences,” Ford told the Journal 
in March. “I am so proud of them and 
their accomplishment of seeing their 
blueberry bill signed into law.” 

Parentaeu’s students reached out to 
senators and representatives from 
across the state, lobbying for their 
cause. 

They took a field trip to the state 
Capitol where they met with the 
Speaker of the House and Lieutenant 
Governor and were recognized in the 
House chamber for their civic engage-
ment.  

Project Blueberry was signed into 
law by Gov. Tate Reeves on Monday, 
March 13, officially making the blue-
berry Mississippi’s state fruit.

Mannsdale Upper Elementary fourth-grade students gather around a 
newly-placed plaque commemorating the class’ project to have the 

blueberry named as the official fruit for the State of Mississippi. Gov. 
Tate Reeves signed the bill into law last month.

STATE FRUIT SIGNED INTO LAW

See court, page A2

See retire, page A2

Project Blueberry plaque unveiled 
at Mannsdale Upper Elementary

The plaque lists the names of the fourth graders and teachers.

Jonathan 
Gray



“Every student matters and 
every moment counts. You are 
somebody. It doesn’t matter 
where you come from. Every-
one deserves a great education, 
and I want to be remembered 
for my love of people and 
humanity, and how you should 

treat people. When people walk 
through that door at Madison 
Crossing, they need to feel wel-
come and feel the culture.”  

“It has been an honor and 
privilege to serve as Principal 
Thornton at Madison Crossing 
Elementary,” Thornton said. 
“This is your school, and thank 
you for allowing me to be a 
part of this amazing school 
community.”  

Madison Crossing fifth 
grader Mason Baggett said he 

always enjoyed having Thorn-
ton as his principal and neigh-
bor, and she has been a great 
leader for Madison Crossing.  

“I won’t know how it’s 
going to be after Mrs. Thornton 
leaves since I’ll be going to a 
different school, but my brother 
will still be here and I heard it’ll 
be another great principal,” 
Baggett said. “Mrs. Thornton is 
really nice and I will miss her.” 

By JOHN LEE 
john@onlinemadison.com 

 
MADISON — Bless This 

Food Catering has officially 
opened a new location here 
after a ribbon cutting last 
week.  

The new location is off 
Highway 51 between Hokkai-
do Hibachi Grill and Refinery 
Salon. 

The Madison the City 
Chamber of Commerce held 
the ribbon cutting for Bless 
This Food last Wednesday 
and several city officials were 
present, including Fire Chief 
Derrick Layton, Janet Danks, 
assistant to the Mayor, Alder-
man-at-Large Sandra Strain, 
Ward 6 Alderman Guy Bow-
ering, and Ward 2 Alderman 
Pat Peeler.   

Owner Teresa Sones said 
Mayor Mary Hawkins-Butler 
has been a Bless This Food 
customer for many years, and 
always asked if they could 
come to Madison.  

“Mayor Mary told me, 
‘we’ve got to get you guys in 

Madison,’” Sones said. “I 
looked around several years 
for a spot, and I finally found 
one here. My business started 
with Madison people, and we 

go to church at Madison 
Heights. A lot of the young 
mothers there did not want to 
cook supper, and I offered to 
cook for them. And it just 
went crazy from there.”  

Bless This Food was estab-
lished in 2008 in Flora and 
provides a variety of meals, 
cakes, and gourmet breads. 
They have locations in Flora, 
Pearl, and most recently, 
Madison.  

The service specializes in 
pre-prepared meals such as 
poppyseed chicken and chick-
en spaghetti for busy people 

with tight schedules, or those 
who want a break from the 
kitchen. They handle catering 
needs for a number of func-
tions including weddings, 
pharmaceutical lunches, baby 
showers, holiday dinners, and 
more.  

Their menu includes a 
huge variety of dishes, includ-
ing chicken and dumplings, 
lasagna, shrimp and grits, 
pulled pork, red beans and 
rice, poppy seed chicken, 
chicken spaghetti, chicken 
parmesan, chicken Alfredo, 
several types of homemade 

bread including sourdough, 
cinnamon rolls, banana bread, 
and more. Customers can also 
choose from a multitude of 
sweet dishes including iced 
cakes, pound cakes, cobblers, 
scones, cookies, brownies, 
and banana pudding.  

Bless This Food is open 
from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Satur-
day and closed on Sundays. 
During these hours, customers 
can not only request catering, 
but can also come in and buy 
pre-made dinners that feed a 

small group of 2-3 people, or 
large groups of up to 12.  

Alderman Bowering said 
he is glad Bless This Food has 
come to Madison.  

“Thank you for choosing 
Madison,” Bowering said. 
“The response has been 
great.”  

The Bless This Food Cater-
ing is located at 1029 Hwy. 51 
Suite F2 in Madison. For 
more information about Bless 
This Food Catering, call (601) 
790-7151, or visit their web-
site at www.blessthisfoodca-
tering.com. 
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A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held last week for Bless This Food catering in Madison. 

Bless This Food Catering opens in Madison

Meet the 
Candidates 

 
The Madison County 

Journal is authorized to 
announce the following 

 candidates: 
 

Tax Collector 
Shelton Vance 
(Republican) 

 
District 25 State 

Senate 
J. Walter Michel 

(Republican)

PuBLic Notice 
The City of Ridgeland hereby gives 
notice that its annual audited finan-
cial report for the year ended Sep-
tember 30, 2022 has been complet-
ed. Copies are available to the pub-
lic at Ridgeland City Hall, 100 West 
School Street, Ridgeland, MS. The 
report is also available for viewing 
online at www.ridgelandms.org.

Retire 
Continued from page A1

“He drove into oncoming 
traffic and caused property 
damage to both local business 

owners and the police depart-
ment’s vehicle,” Bramlett said.  

As Gray changed directions 
and headed toward Ridgeland 
High School, officers made the 
decision to disable the vehicle 
before he could reach the 
school, Bramlett said.  

“When someone uses a 

vehicle to intentionally hit offi-
cers – whether they are in the 
cruisers or not – that is an 
aggravated assault by use of a 
deadly weapon,” Bramlett said. 
“It is a miracle that no one was 
injured in this matter and that 
officers were able to stop the 
evasion before it got any closer 

to the high school.” 
Officers with the US Mar-

shalls Service were able to both 
disable the vehicle and take 
Gray into custody. Officers 
reportedly found a 9 mm hand-
gun located in Gray’s posses-
sion after he was taken into cus-
tody. 

Court 
Continued from page A1
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The long-awaited Chipotle 

Mexican Grill on County Line 
Road opened Wednesday to 
customers. 

The restaurant was filled 
with people at 10:30 a.m. 
waiting to order food at the 
first Chipotle location in the 
Metro area. 

The national fast-casual 
chain is known for Tex-Mex-
style food that includes burri-
tos, bowls and salads. 

Ridgeland Mayor Gene F. 
McGee said he and his wife 
had the privilege of being the 
first guests served at the new 
location on Tuesday. The 
mayor noted that they had a 
variety of options that were 
compatible with his vegan 
diet. 

“It was very delicious,” 
McGee said.  

He went on to say that he 
was impressed by the way the 
business ran and served cus-
tomers. 

“They are very efficient. 
they have everything down to 
a science,” McGee said. 

The restaurant is located at 
836 East County Line Road in 
Ridgeland. Before Chipotle, 
the location was Shrimp Bas-
ket and before that, it was 
Shoney’s next to the Circle K 
convenience store. 

This is the first of two loca-
tions slated for Madison 
County. The second location 
broke ground in Madison in 
mid-February. It will be locat-
ed on Grandview Boulevard 
behind Zaxby’s and is slated 
to open by late summer. 

Chipotle was founded in 
Denver, Colo., in 1993, and 
has become one of the most 
popular Mexican fast-casual 
chains in the country, with 
2,918.

A line formed at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday with people wanting to eat at the new Chipotle in Ridgeland.

Chipotle holds grand opening in Ridgeland

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@onlinemadison.com 

 
GLUCKSTADT — One 

man is in custody after multiple 
Madison County law enforce-
ment agencies chased him in a 
stolen vehicle he was driving 

down I-55 Tuesday night into 
Jackson, the authorities said. 

The man, Tryndarius Anto-
nio Timms, 23, was arrested 
and charged with receiving 
stolen property.  

Gluckstadt Assistant Police 
Chief Barry Hale said the chase 

began in Gluckstadt when offi-
cers encountered a White 
GMC Acadia that had been 
reported stolen out of Jackson. 

Hale said Timms’ initial 
appearance in court will be 
Thursday. 

The driver fled down I-55 

around 9:15 p.m. on April 25, 
where other Madison County 
agencies joined in the pursuit. 
The occupants abandoned the 
vehicle at the intersection of 
Briarwood Drive and I-55 
Frontage Road and fled on 
foot, officials said. 

Timms was located in a 
wooded area near the intersec-
tion, Hale said. 

“The investigation is still 
ongoing and more arrests are 
possible,” Hale said. 

No injuries have been 
reported.  

Hale said Madison PD, 
Madison County Sheriff’s 
Department, and the Ridgeland 
Police Department assisted the 
Gluckstadt Police Department 
with the apprehension of 
Timms in Jackson. 

Man leads Gluckstadt Police on chase into Jackson’s Briarwood
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BIBLE SELECTION
knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 
with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without blemish or spot.        — 1 Peter 1:18-19 (eSV)

Biden’s sprawling family corruption
CHARLES HURT

 Eyes are the window into a 
man’s soul, which is why Pres-
ident Biden always wears dark 
sunglasses. 

Dark, impenetrable glasses. 
The kind favored by daring 
aviators battling the harshest 
glare high above the clouds. 
And bank robbers. 

Mr. Biden has never served 
in the military. Or flown a 
plane. In fact, he has no known 
marketable skills, which is 
why he has devoted his life to 
a career in politics.  

That career choice — along 
with a schoolteacher’s govern-
ment salary — has made the 
Biden family millionaires 
many times over. 

So, he wears dark glasses. 
Even in Ireland, where it 
always rains. 

Mr. Biden’s publicity team 
casts the aviator glasses as a 
sign of how hip and cool the 
80-year-old is. But there is 
nothing hip or cool about a guy 
who needs to be rescued by the 
Easter Bunny at an egg roll on 
the South Lawn of the White 
House. 

Or a guy who can take 
questions only from children 
in a foreign country — and still 
gets stumped. 

His publicity team peddles 
this comic fantasy that the avi-
ator glasses are like some sort 
of cape that makes Mr. Biden 
some sort of superhero. But the 
comic tale story quickly falls 
apart after that. 

Superman saves Lois Lane 
— and the universe — from 
Lex Luthor. Batman saves 
Gotham from the Joker. Won-
der Woman rescues the fan-

tasies 
of every teenage boy who 
lived during the 1970s and 
’80s with her American flag 
leotard and bulletproof 
bracelets. 

Whom does Shady Joe 
Biden in Dark Glasses save? 

The poor in America are 
poorer because of Mr. Biden’s 
monstrous inflation. Children 
of the world are being smug-
gled, raped and enslaved 
because of Mr. Biden’s open 
border. The innocent people of 
Ukraine are dying by the thou-
sands because of the war Mr. 
Biden invited. 

Seriously, who is better off 
under Mr. Biden? Vladimir 
Putin? The Chinese Commu-
nists? Mexican drug cartels 
and human smuggling war-
lords?  

Mr. Biden may be a figure 
for the comic books. But he is 
no superhero, even with his 
dark glasses. 

There is a reason you have 
never seen a successful politi-
cian wear dark glasses. It’s the 
same reason America hasn’t 
elected a bearded president in 
over a hundred years. 

In politics, appearance mat-
ters. A politician’s appearance 
— for better or for worse — is 

the most obvious and effective 
attribute that is conveyed to 
more than 300 million citizens. 
Countless studies have shown 
that voters tend to vote for the 
person who looks more nor-
mal, is taller, or projects 
strength and power. 

Similarly, beards tend to 
convey obfuscation. If a man 
grows a beard to hide his face, 
what else is he hiding? Perhaps 
unfair, but true nonetheless on 
the subconscious level for vot-
ers. Anyway, it’s why politi-
cians tend to avoid beards. 

Dark glasses are a whole 
different level of obfuscation. 
They intentionally obscure the 
window into a man’s soul. 
Dark glasses are for conceal-
ing. Hiding intentions. Shady.  

The dark aviator glasses are 
the single most definitional 
trademark of Mr. Biden and his 
presidency. They project con-
cealment, evasiveness and 
lying. 

It’s where he hides. It pre-
vents people from knowing 
where Mr. Biden is peeping 
now that his handlers no 
longer allow him to sniff the 
hair of little girls. It helps him 
keep a straight face, even as he 
travels abroad amid the revela-
tions of a burgeoning corrup-
tion scandal involving his fam-
ily with governments from 
China to Ukraine. 

And maybe even Ireland. 
Where the sun barely shines but 
Mr. Biden still wears dark 
shades. 

 
 

Charles Hurt is the opinion edi-
tor at The Washington Times. 

The dark aviator glasses 
are the single most  

definitional trademark of 
Mr. Biden and his 
 presidency. They 

 project concealment,  
evasiveness and lying. 

Moderates dominating 2024 race
RICH LOWRY

Back in 2016, the most 
moderate Republican candi-
date in the race was Ohio Gov. 
John Kasich, who lost every-
where except his home state. 

Perhaps the most moderate 
candidate in the field as of this 
moment is Donald Trump. 

If you want a Republican 
who won’t cut spending or 
start foreign wars, Trump is 
still your man. 

Added to this now is clearly 
a discomfort with the fight 
over abortion in the post-Roe 
environment. 

Trump’s main line of attack 
against Ron DeSantis is from 
the left. He’s hitting the Flori-
da governor hard for his past 
support for reining in Social 
Security and Medicare. 

He’s also called the gover-
nor’s culture-war clash with 
Disney “so unnecessary” and 
“a political stunt,” while not 
entering the fray in the conser-
vative war with Bud Light. 

Of course, Trump’s person-
al power is such that he’s made 
loyalty to himself the standard 
for being considered right 
wing — orthodox conserva-
tives who reject Trump are 
more apt to be labeled moder-
ates than Trump himself. 

The substantive definition 
of the right is also up for grabs. 
What is the more right-wing 
position? Trump saying that 
he’ll end the Ukraine war in a 
day through his personal 
diplomacy — the kind of naive 
position once associated with 
soft-headed Democrats — or a 
hawk saying that he’ll contin-
ue to arm Ukraine to the hilt? 
It depends who you ask.  

All of this is an indication 
of how Trump can be ideolog-
ically difficult to pin down, 
which benefited him in 2016 
— both in the primaries and in 

the general — and could work 
for him again. 

The alleged radicalism of 
Donald Trump has mostly to 
do with his personal conduct, 
his outrageous statements, his 
conspiracy theories, and his 
contempt for norms and rules. 
None of these are to be dis-
missed lightly, but none are 
ideological either. 

In theory, it’d be possible to 
be perfectly polite and support 
a border wall (in fact, this 
describes most Republicans), 
or be in favor of open borders 
and be just as fond of insulting 
nicknames as Trump is.  

If the former president were 
given a magic wand to move 
America in his direction poli-
cy-wise on his core commit-
ments, and we had a secure 
border, more tariffs, fewer for-
eign entanglements, greater 
domestic energy production, 
the status quo on entitlements, 
and step toward the center-
right and away from what 
Trump calls the “radical-left 
lunatics” on most culture 
issues, no one would think he 
or she were living in a right-
wing dystopia — at least not if 
they didn’t know who was 
wielding the wand. 

It’s Trump’s unique contri-
bution to take an issue mix that 
could have broad appeal and 
make it toxic by association 
with himself.  

In the 2016 nomination 
fight, Trump’s approach — 
getting to the rest of the field’s 
right on some issues (immigra-

tion, China) and to its left on 
others (especially entitle-
ments) — paved his path to the 
nomination. That road didn’t 
run through self-described 
“very conservative” voters, 
but “somewhat” conserva-
tives.  

The crucial South Carolina 
primary illustrated the dynam-
ic. According to exit polls, Ted 
Cruz won very conservative 
voters, with 35% to Trump’s 
29 and Marco Rubio’s 19. 
Trump won somewhat conser-
vatives, with 35% to Rubio’s 
25 and Cruz’s 17. And Trump 
won moderates, with 34% to 
Rubio’s 23 and Kasich’s 21. 

In other words, Trump was 
competitive with the very con-
servatives while besting the 
other candidates with the other 
factions. 

Now, Trump has reversed 
the poles of his support. He’s 
most formidable with very 
conservatives and DeSantis is 
strongest with somewhat con-
servatives. The governor’s 
strategy of trying to peel off 
Trump supporters among the 
very conservative voters by 
getting to his right on sub-
stance, while appealing to the 
center-right with an electabili-
ty argument, makes sense, 
although much depends on the 
execution. 

Barry Goldwater famously 
said in his 1964 acceptance 
speech that moderation in the 
pursuit of justice is no virtue. 
Donald Trump, of all people, 
is out to demonstrate that it 
could be one in pursuit of the 
Republican presidential nomi-
nation. 

 
Rich Lowery is editor of 
National Review,  a leading 
conservative magazine found-
ed by William F. Buckley.

If you want a Republican 
who won’t cut spending 
or start foreign wars, 

Trump is still your man.

An executive session called by the Board 
of Supervisors last Monday to discuss choos-
ing an engineering firm for a proposed $60 
million road project was improper and illegal. 

And at least one supervisor objected. Dis-
trict 2 Supervisor Trey Baxter of Madison 
said when supervisors went in to discuss two 
engineering firms who responded to an RFP 
for the proposed Cotton Blossom Road proj-
ect he left because the discussion didn’t quali-
fy as an executive session. 

And Baxter is exactly right, according to 
Mississippi law. “I recused myself because I 
thought executive sessions was called improp-
erly for choosing a professional services con-
tract,” Baxter said last week. “There’s no 
threat of legal action. There’s no economic 
development, so I didn’t see the reasoning 
behind calling for an engineering contract.” 

Board Attorney Mike Espy recommended 
supervisors discuss the matter in executive 
session.  

Espy might be the man you’d want on 
your side in a government bribe, but not when 
it comes to government transparency. 

Both engineering firms gave presentations 
to the board in open session prior to Espy 
steering further discussion in private.  

“This could be described as an economic 
development project,” Espy told board mem-
bers, saying he didn’t want anybody to make 
a comment that could border on privileged 
information. 

Graveling driveways and putting down 
culverts on private property were once 
thought of as a form of economic develop-
ment — and maybe privileged for those fortu-
nate beneficiares of the government. 

The state Open Meetings Act allows for a 
handful of exceptions in closed session such 
as personnel matters or pending litigation.  

Paving a road is not one of the exceptions, 
to be sure. 

The law specifically allows for a meeting 
to discuss “transaction of business and discus-
sions or negotiations regarding the location, 
relocation or expansion of a business, medical 
service or an industry.” 

Think of Nissan or Amazon, not paving a 
single road. 

The law also allows for “transaction of 
business and discussion regarding the 
prospective purchase, sale or leasing of 
lands.” 

Baxter is right to insist that neither of those 
apply in the Cotton Blossom scenario because 
the discussion was for a professional services 
contract, which the Mississippi Ethics Com-
mission has ruled aren’t an exception for 
executive session under the state’s Open 
Meetings Act at all.  

The Cotton Blossom Road project would 
ultimately connect Highway 43 to Sowell 
Road via Cotton Blossom Road and create a 
new east-west corridor.   

Waggoner Engineering and the Stantec 
firm both responded to the RFP and gave pre-
sentations to the board where each side was 
sequestered during the other’s presentation.  

Board President Gerald Steen said for him 
it boiled down to whichever firm would be 
able to help secure more funding, despite that 
not being a part of the RFP.  

“To me it boils down to the finances,” 
Steen said during the presentations. 

Steen might as well have said it boils down 
to what he can get out of it since the entire 
discussion was not in open session. 

The board had no public discussion after 
the presentations and took no action in execu-
tive session. They voted to take the matter up 
at the next board meeting on May 2. 

Espy argued in an email respone to the 
Journal late last Wednesday that the Cotton 
Road Blossom project, as a “large economic 
development project, could acquire sufficient 
lands and funds to go forward. 

“I also informed the board that one presen-
ter had disclosed information that I considered 
‘sensitive and privileged,’ and that this could 
not be repeated in open session. Again, 
because of the specter of potential litigation.”  

Stantec and Waggoner are both good firms 
and have done quality work for Madison 
County, so the issue here is about the lowest 
cost to taxpayers and being transparent. 

Supervisors should bid this out and award 
at the lowest hourly rate, because either side 
can now sue if not selected because Steen 
opened the door and now taxpayers are liable. 

Cotton Blossom pavinggate

Fox’s election fallout
Americans entertaining suspicion about 

U.S. election integrity had better keep it to 
themselves. Fox News’ massive monetary 
settlement in a defamation lawsuit involving 
the outcome of the 2020 presidential contest 
flashes a warning no less frightening than the 
signpost before the gate of hell in Dante’s 
“Inferno”: “Abandon hope, all ye who enter 
here.” Asking questions involving possible 
election devilry is now risky business. 

Last week, Fox News found the First 
Amendment’s free-speech protection a use-
less shield against a lawsuit over its election 
coverage. The nation’s top broadcast media 
organization agreed to pay a reported $787.5 
million to Dominion Election Systems for air-
ing then-President Donald Trump’s allega-
tions of vote-rigging in Dominion’s machines. 

The outcome of the case brought in 
Delaware came as a stunner, but it shouldn’t 
have: Winning a jury trial in President 
Biden’s home state would have been difficult 
in these highly partisan times. Mr. Trump 
faces similar headwinds in beating charges of 
business records violations that he faces in 
New York City, where he received just 23% 
of the vote. 

Fox, with “fair and balanced” news and 
conservative opinion, made the mistake of 
looking behind the curtain of the 2020 
Trump-Biden faceoff. Its post-election news 
coverage dared to contain allegations of 
shenanigans said to tip the election in Mr. 
Biden’s favor. Included were such segments 
as reports of polling officials in Detroit kick-
ing out Republican ballot-counting observers; 
a sudden “plumbing leak” in Atlanta that 
closed down counting, which later reopened 
with Democratic poll workers but no Repub-
licans; and most dire, Trump election lawyers 
claiming Dominion’s ballot-tabulation 
machinery had been rigged to defeat the sit-
ting president. 

Covering all angles of pivotal events is 
what news organizations do. Accuracy is 
paramount, of course, but apparent facts that 
sprout in foggy turmoil can shrivel in the light 
of day. Sometimes, inconvenient ones are 
purposely stomped into the dust. 

It was the exposure of Fox’s internal delib-
erations over whether to air allegations of 
election mischief that brought down misfor-
tune. Documentation of conversations, both 
spoken and written, revealed a range of opin-
ion — including doubt that charges of 
Dominion deceit were provable. Presiding 
Judge Eric Davis concluded that the tabula-
tion-tampering allegations were false, and 
Fox’s decision to air them amid lingering 
uncertainty indicated malice.   

If Fox is paying up for laying down false-
hoods, Democratic-friendly news outlets that 
broadcast for years the bogus Trump-Russia 
collusion tale should likewise write big 
checks. But they’re not. The takeaway: 
Repeat the officialdom-approved story, or 
else. 

It’s a painful lesson already familiar to an 
inquiring public. Some earnest folk who 
brought their concerns to Washington and 
were caught up in the Jan. 6 melee have been 
paying for their transgressions ever since. 
And thanks to controversy-adverse courts in 
numerous battleground states, efforts to 
untangle widespread election anomalies of 
2020 have come to naught. 

Henceforth, the media will be tempted to 
avoid trouble and mouth mainstream election 
narratives. After all, curiosity killed the cat 
and, in this case, trampled Fox. Regardless of 
who wins future elections, Americans will be 
the losers: Without fearless reporting, Ameri-
cans won’t be certain their leaders have won 
fair and square because the devil is in the 
details. 

— The Washington Times
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BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES/J. Ligon Duncan III

Render to Caesar
Please turn with me in 

your Bibles to Matthew 
22:15-22. The passage 
divides fairly simply into 
three parts, if you’d look at 
verses 15-17, you’ll see the 
plot which has been hatched 
by the Pharisees. And then if 
you look at verses 18-21, 
you’ll see Jesus’ reply to that 
particular plot and question. 
And then, if you look at verse 
22, you see the aftermath. So, 
I’d like to look at this passage 
with you and look at these 
three sections. First, the unre-
generate heart standing 
before truth flatters for 
advantage and schemes to 
destroy. Second, Jesus 
reveals His glory in His wis-
dom in His answer. Third, 
that despite the divine wis-
dom of Jesus’ answer, hearts 
are unchanged.  

I. The Unregenerate 
Heart Standing before 
Truth Flatters for Advan-
tage and Schemes to 
Destroy  

Let’s begin with verses 
15-17 where we see the Phar-
isees setting a trap for Jesus. 
They want to ask a question 
to Jesus that if He answers 
publicly, no matter how He 
answers it, it is going to get 
Him in trouble, either with 
the government, or with the 
people. And they particularly 
don’t care which, as long as 
He gets Himself one way or 
the other. The Pharisees are 
doing the plotting, this time 
they themselves do not carry 
out the plot; they call on their 
disciples to go carry out the 
plot. They send their disci-
ples to ask this question, and 
to add even more potential 
danger to Jesus. Now, they 
pose a question to Jesus that 
would have presented a 
dilemma for Him. They ask 
Him, “Should the people pay 
the poll tax?” Apparently, the 
Pharisees asked it, because of 
the way that the question is 
put. Look at verse 17, “Is it 
lawful to give a poll tax to 
Caesar or not?” Your see the 
question. They are basically 
asking, is it moral, according 
to God’s law, is it moral to 
pay this poll tax? 

Now this question posed 
Jesus a real problem. If Jesus 
responded by saying, no, it is 
immoral to pay the poll tax, 
immediately, the Herodians 
and the Pharisees along with 
them, would say, He is speak-
ing treason. He is speaking 
sedition against the Roman 
powers, and we must turn 
Him over to the government 
so that He can be dealt with. 
Those who committed trea-
son could face the death 
penalty. 

Right here in this passage, 

we have an ugly picture of an 
unchanged, unrenewed heart 
standing before Jesus Christ. 
It doesn’t worship Him, it 
doesn’t care about what He 
thinks, it simply schemes in 
order to try to destroy Him. 
In this whole ugly scene we 
learn this: that the unregener-
ate heart, even when it is 
standing before truth, doesn’t 
accept it. 

II. Jesus Reveals His 
Glory in His Wisdom in His 
Answer  

And so, we turn to Jesus’ 
response in verses 18 through 
21. Now, I want you to see 
that Jesus does four things 
simultaneously in His 
response. First of all, He sees 
their hearts. He knows what 
they are up to! Secondly, He 
rebukes the Pharisees for 
their error; thirdly He 
rebukes the Herodians for 
their error, and fourthly He 
sets down a principle which 
is going to be obeyed by His 
people until He returns again. 
All four of those things He 
does simultaneously in a 
split-second response to an 
unexpected question. So, in 
this passage we see Jesus 
revealing His glory through 
His wisdom in answer to 
these wicked men. Jesus’ 
answer is nothing short of 
brilliant. Even the scheming 
traps of evil men are used to 
glorify God. 

He says, bring me the coin 
which you use to pay the poll 
tax. And so, they bring Him 
the denarius. And then He 
holds it and He says, look, 
whose inscription is this? 
Whose image is this? And 
Jesus turns the question on 
them, and having asked Him 
that question, they have only 
one choice to answer, Cae-
sar’s. In verse 21, He says 
this, “Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and 
render to God the things that 
are God’s.” They put the 
question this way: is it lawful 
for us to give the poll tax to 
Caesar? And Jesus says, give 
back to Caesar what belongs 
to Caesar. He uses a different 
verb. Why does He do this? 
Because He is saying, when 
you pay that poll tax, you 
aren’t ‘giving a gift to Cae-
sar.’ Caesar has already built 
you roads, Caesar has already 
given you justice courts, he 
has set up military protection 
for you, police and various 
other civil benefits. There-
fore, if you have a problem 
with Caesar’s provisions, you 
shouldn’t be protesting the 
poll tax, you should have 
protested in the first place 
when he did the other things! 
You accept the roads, you 
accept the protection, and 

then you pretend to have reli-
gious scruples over paying 
him for it! So, you give back 
to Caesar what already 
belongs to him! But you give 
to God what belongs to Him. 
And Jesus is saying, you 
know that only God is to be 
worshipped, only God is 
God, only God provides the 
high priest. So, you don’t 
worship Caesar as a high 
priest, you don’t acknowl-
edge him as a high priest, you 
pay him his money for his 
roads and for his protection, 
but you don’t worship him as 
high priest. That belongs to 
God. 

III. Despite the Divine 
Wisdom of Jesus’ Answer, 
Hearts are Unchanged 

Jesus’ words pierce, and 
they amaze, and we look at 
verse 22, once again, we 
learn that despite the divine 
wisdom of Jesus’ answer, 
their unbelieving hearts are 
unchanged. The tempters 
were filled with awe, wonder 
with amazement at how 
Jesus had responded to their 
question, but they were not 
converted. Look at the words 
of verse 22: “Hearing this, 
they were amazed, and leav-
ing Him, they went away.”  

Jesus doesn’t just want 
amazement, He wants wor-
ship. These men were 
amazed, but they wouldn’t 
worship. They couldn’t see 
the kingdom. They couldn’t 
see His kingdom; they could-
n’t see His glory. And so, 
they couldn’t love Him. And 
the only reason that we love 
Him is that He opened our 
hearts to believe His word. 
He wants your acknowledg-
ment that His way of salva-
tion is the only way of salva-
tion, and that His finished 
work on the cross is the only 
way that you’ll have fellow-
ship with God. Now there is a 
warning in that, isn’t there. 
There is a warning for every-
one who is obstinate before 
the presentation of the 
gospel, and whose hearts are 
hard until the spirit makes 
them soft. And we must hum-
ble ourselves before the Lord 
and beg that He would soften 
our hearts to respond to the 
truth. See, the problem was 
not that they had not seen 
enough truth, the problem 
was that their hearts were 
hard to the truth. May God 
grant us soft hearts to see the 
king and see His kingdom, 
and love Him.
 
The Rev. Dr. J. Ligon Duncan 
III is Chancellor and CEO of 
Reformed Theological Semi-
nary.  He can be reached at 
601-923-1600 or by email at 
jhyde@rts.edu.

Charles W.    
Renfrow, Sr.  

Charles W. Renfrow, Sr, 76, 
of Madison loved His Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, and is now 
with Him.  He won his four-year 
battle with cancer on April 5, 
2023, at home surrounded by his 
family. Visitation was held at 
First Baptist Church of Madison 
on Monday, April 10, 2023, 
from 6pm to 8pm and Tuesday, 
from 10am to 11am. Services 
and visitation were held at First 
Baptist Church of Madison at 
2100 Main Street in Madison on 
April 11, 2023.  

Charles was born on Novem-
ber 14, 1946, in Jackson, Missis-
sippi, to the late Lois and 
Eleanor Renfrow.  Charles and 

Charlene Gilliland eloped on 
January 12, 1966.  Together they 
owned Renfrow Insulation and 
Supply until 1999.  Charles was 
involved in multiple ventures 
including part owner of Chan-
cellor Funeral Home.  Charles 
was a faithful member and dea-
con of First Baptist Church of 
Madison. 

Charles is survived by his 
spouse of 57 years, Charlene 
Gilliland Renfrow; son, Hubie 
(Cheryl) Renfrow; daughter, 
Susan (Heath) Renfrow Lynch; 
brothers, Larry (Janie) Renfrow, 
Mike (Maribel) Renfrow; 
grandchildren, Kaitlyn (Steve) 
Chow, Alix (Justin) Hamil, Ross 
(Miller) Renfrow, Justin 
(Meredith) Renfrow, Abby 
(Hayden) Richardson; great 

grandchildren, Grayson and 
Gunner Hamil, Walt Chow, 
Charlie Renfrow, and 2 on the 
way.  Pallbearers will be John 
Bell, Steve Chow, Justin and 
Grayson Hamil, Willie Nelson, 
Larry Quinn, Justin Renfrow, 
Ross Renfrow, and Hayden 
Richardson. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research Hos-
pital. 

The family wishes to extend 
their sincere gratitude to Dr. 
Guangzhi Qu, M.D. and his 
staff; Dr. Keith Harris, M.D. and 
his staff; Dr. Chris Waterer III, 
M.D. and his staff; and the 
AccentCare Hospice staff.

OBITUARIES

The following notice’s form and content is con-
trolled by Miss. Code Ann. Section 27-39-207.  This 
section is to clarify the impact. Due to reduction in 
state funding, programs required by the legislature, 
increases in local operating costs and growth in 
enrollment, the District is requesting more local 
funding dollars for the 2024 school year than the 
District requested for the 2023 school year.  
Although the District will request more dollars for 
local funding, the total mils levied for school taxes 
are NOT anticipated to increase.  Because the Dis-
trict is requesting more local funding for the 2024 
school year, the law requires the District to publish 
the following notice verbatim, even though the total 
max mils for school purposes are NOT expected to 
increase.  
__________________________________________
_ 
 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AD VALOREM TAX 
EFFORT  

MADISON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT  
 

The Madison County School District will hold a 
public hearing on its proposed school district budget 
for the fiscal year 2023-2024 on May 2, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. at Madison County Schools Central Office, 476 
Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland, Mississippi.  
At this meeting, a proposed ad valorem tax effort 
increase will be considered.  
The Madison County School District is now operat-
ing with a projected total budget revenue of 
$189,169,113.  Of that amount, 41 percent or 
$77,371,469 of such revenue is obtained through ad 
valorem taxes.  For the next fiscal year, the proposed 
budget has total projected revenue of $185,934,169.  
Of that amount, (42 percent) or $78,820,514 is pro-
posed to be financed through a total ad valorem tax 
levy.  
For the next fiscal year, the proposed increase in ad 
valorem tax effort by Madison County School Dis-
trict may result in an increase in the ad valorem tax 
millage rate.  Ad valorem taxes paid on homes, auto-
mobile tags, business fixtures and equipment, and 
rental real property.  
Any citizen of the Madison County School District 
is invited to attend this public hearing on the pro-
posed ad valorem tax effort, and will be allowed to 
speak for a reasonable amount of time and offer tan-
gible evidence before any vote is taken. 

2023-2024 IDEA 611 and 619 Part B 
  
Madison County Schools Office of Special Services 
will accept stakeholder questions and comments on 
its proposed Individuals with Disabilities  
Education Act(IDEA)Part B Project Application for 
the Fiscal Year 2024 through June 15, 2023.  The 
Madison County School Board of Education will 
hold a public budget hearing at 6:30pm on Tuesday, 
May 2, 2023, to include an overview of projected 
IDEA Part B allocations. 
  
Interested parties may contact Vicki J. Doty, Direc-
tor of Special Services at 601-853-1326, or submit 
questions and/or comments in writing to:  Madison 
County Schools Office of Special Services at 476 
Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland, MS 39157, 
ATTN: Vicki J. Doty.
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ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF
THE CITY OF RIDGELAND, MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
APPROVING AND GRANTING A 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO 
ALLOW RELOCATION OF FOUR 
CABINS (RESIDENTIAL HOTEL) 
FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 120 
CONESTOGA ROAD (PARCEL NO. 
072H-28A-0 03/01.01) ,
CITY OF RIDGELAND, MADISON 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
WHEREAS, Terry Hester (the "Petitio-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

COMMENCE AT A CONCRETE MON-
-

PARKWAY WITH THE LINE BE-
TWEEN THE EAST ½ OF THE WEST 
½ OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED 

-

-

-
BAR IN A FENCE CORNER; THENCE 

TO ROSS BARNETT RESERVOIR 

RICE ROAD) INTO THE ABOVE DE-
SCRIBED PROPERTY AND OTHER 

Public 
Notices

-

ORDAINED, ADOPTED AND AP-

-

-

-

AYE

AYE
-

AYE
-

AYE

AYE

AYE

AYE

-

           /s/                           

Attest:
_________ /s/                      

[ S E A L ]

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
AMERICAN PRIDE PROPERTIES, 
LLC
PLAINTIFF

GEORGE HENRY JACKSON, JR.; 
ALL HEIRS OF GEORGE
HENRY JACKSON, JR. ; MISSISSIP-
PI DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE; MADISON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI; STATE
OF MISSISSIPPI; JOHN K. BRA-
MELTT, JR., IN HIS
CAPACITY AS DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
FOR MADISON
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI; AND ALL 
OTHER PERSONS,
FIRMS AND CORPORATIONS HAV-
ING OR CLAIMING
ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE INTER-
EST IN THE WITHIN
DESCRIBED LAND LOCATED IN 
MADISON COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI, THAT WAS SOLD FOR 
MADISON COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI AD VALOREM TAXES 
ON AUGUST 31, 2020
VIZ: LOT 6 LAKE HARBOUR LAND-
ING D@171 Parcel No:
072I-31A-3 37/00.00 S-T-R: 
31-07N-02E PPIN 43784 YR 2019
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
DEFENDANTS
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

GEORGE HENRY JACKSON, 
JR.; ALL HEIRS OF GEORGE
HENRY JACKSON, JR.; MISSISSIP-
PI DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE; MADISON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI; STATE
OF MISSISSIPPI; JOHN K. BRA-
MELTT, JR., IN HIS
CAPACITY AS DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
FOR MADISON
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI; AND ALL 
OTHER PERSONS,
FIRMS AND CORPORATIONS HAV-
ING OR CLAIMING
ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE INTER-
EST IN THE WITHIN
DESCRIBED LAND LOCATED IN 
MADISON COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI, THAT WAS SOLD FOR 
MADISON COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI AD VALOREM TAXES 
ON AUGUST 31, 2020
VIZ: LOT 6 LAKE HARBOUR LAND-
ING D@171 Parcel No:
072I-31A-3 37/00.00 S-T-R: 
31-07N-02E PPIN 43784 YR 2019
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI D 
EFENDANTS 
NOTICE

AMERICAN PRIDE 
PROPERTIES, LLC, -

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lewie G. Negrotto IV, Esq., whose 
physical address is 133 Davis Av-
enue, Suite L, Pass Christian, Mis-
sissippi 39571.

WITHIN THIRTY DAYS FROM THE 

-
SPONSE IS NOT SO MAILED OR 

-

Public 
Notices

TOTEN

RULE 81 SUMMONS

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF MADENE 
AARON,
D E C E A S E D                                                                                                       
NO: 22-213(W)

SUMMONS

Unknown heirs at law of 
Madene Aaron, whose names, plac-

-
dresses are unknown after diligent 
search and inquiry;

-

-

-
swer or other pleading but you may 
do so if you desire.

RONNY LOTT

CLERK

RULE 81 SUMMONS

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF LISA ANN 
SHAW,
D E C E A S E D                                                                                                       
NO: 22-1058(C)

SUMMONS

Unknown heirs at law of Lisa 
Ann Shaw, whose names, places 

-
dresses are unknown after diligent 
search and inquiry;

-

-

-
swer or other pleading but you may 
do so if you desire.

RONNY LOTT

CLERK

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

Public 
Notices

-

ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE 
CITY OF RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI, 
AMENDING THE TEXT AND MAP OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI, 
TO ESTABLISH

OVERLAY DISTRICT
WHEREAS

-

-

-
-

WHEREAS -

-

-

WHEREAS

-

WHEREAS -

-
-

Exhibit 
“A”
WHEREAS

WHEREAS

-

Exhibit “B” -

WHEREAS

-
-

WHEREAS

-

-
-

Ex-
hibit “C”
WHEREAS

-

WHEREAS

-
-
-

WHEREAS
-

WHEREAS
-

-

WHEREAS

-

WHEREAS

-

-

WHEREAS

-

-

-

WHEREAS

Public 
Notices

-

-

-
-

WHEREAS

-

WHEREAS

-

WHEREAS -
-

NOW, THEREFORE

-

-
-

-

-
-
-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

SECTION 5

-

-

Exhib-
it “C”

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

Public 
Notices

See LegaLS, page A8
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Area Churches

Culture rejects Christian faith
Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

The Song of Solomon, or as verse one of 
the book calls it, the Song of Songs, is a 
description of the fellowship between the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His Church. The 
Christian life is concerned with growing 
more and more into the likeness of Christ by 
the grace of God. This growth promotes 
communion and love. Jesus asked, “Can two 
walk together if they do not agree?” 

Salvation is about deliverance from the 
guilt and corruption of sin. Song of Songs 
2:1-7 describes the rich fellowship of a 
believer who sees the glory of Christ in sal-
vation and delights in drawing near to the 
Lord and feasting on His Word. She enjoys 
the shade of His protection, the refreshment 
of His Spirit, and the sustaining strength of 
His presence.  

Happy is the Christian when he has a sea-
son of walking close with the Lord. He is 
fruitful in his thoughts, heart, and works. But 
seasons change, and the Christian can find 
himself in a spiritual season like winter; his 
heart is cold, his hearing of the Lord’s word 
is formal, and the Lord Jesus seems far off. 
Such has been the condition of the soul in 
this passage (Song of Solomon 2:8-17). 

The Christian is described as behind a 
wall, while the Lord is outside looking in 
through a window (verse 9). There has been 
a season of winter in the spiritual life of the 
believer (verse 11). The wall between the 
soul and the Lord is similar to what we read 
of the church in Laodicea in Revelation 3. 

There the Lord Jesus is outside a door 
knocking. He is outside because His people 
inside had become so comfortable with the 
prosperity of the world they no longer felt 
much need for the Lord. They were luke-
warm in their affections for Christ. The Lord 
said that in their condition they were actually 
“wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.” 
Their outward condition may have been 
prosperous, but their inward, spiritual condi-
tion was impoverished. 

What do you do in such a condition? The 
remedy is to listen to the voice of the Lord 
and respond. The writer of Hebrews says, 
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden 
your heart.” He also says, “Be careful broth-
ers, lest through an evil, unbelieving heart, 
any drift away from the living God.” The 
apostle was using the unbelief of the 
Israelites in the desert to warn Christians of 
the danger of not paying attention to the 

word of the Lord.  
He uses the word “Today” in the sense of 

urgency. If you put off responding to the 
Lord, you risk hardening your heart. There is 
a place beyond the reach of mercy. The win-
ter of the soul is not comparable to the place 
where there is no mitigation of misery, nor 
any possibility of escaping it. The Lord will 
sometimes remind His people of this to 
return them to clarity in their spiritual eye-
sight. 

Always remember the Lord loves mercy. 
You may have resisted and abused many 
calls from the Lord in His word to repent 
and return to your former affections and 
devotion to Him. But the Lord Jesus is 
always ready to welcome his sheep who 
lament their ways and come to Him for 
cleansing. 

Our passage describes the joy of the 
believer when she responds to the Lord’s 
voice in phrases likened to abundant life: 
“Arise my love, my beautiful one, and come 
away, for behold, the winter is past, the rain 
is over and gone. The flowers appear on the 
earth, the time of singing has come, the 
voice of the turtledove is heard in our land” 
(2:10-13). 

Christ is an overflowing fountain of 
goodness. Everywhere He went, He was 
doing good: proclaiming the kingdom of 
God; healing the sick; giving the blind sight, 
the deaf ears to hear, the lame legs to walk, 
and on and on. He is the author of life. To 
resist Him is to resist all good. To embrace 
Him is to embrace goodness itself. If you are 
thinking of Christ rightly, you will be think-
ing of Him highly. 

There will always be obstacles while we 
are in this world to our walk with Christ. 
This is what the foxes spoiling the vineyard 
refer to (verse 15). Jesus called Herod a 
“fox” because he was an enemy of God’s 
kingdom. Ezekiel called false prophets in 
Israel “foxes.” There are many forms 
“foxes” take. 

Our culture has turned against the Chris-
tian faith; good is called evil and evil good. 
Our own pride and self-sufficiency hinder 
our admiration and love to Christ. This pas-
sage directs us to seek Christ and call upon 
Him day by day, to listen to Him with a 
responding and humble heart.

CAREGIVERS/NURSES
ALL AGES • 2-24 HOURS A DAY

PCNURSING.COM 601.977.8484

Danny S. Prestel, DVM
601-859-2703

3114 South Liberty (Old Hwy 51 S), Canton

102 JACKSON, STREET
FLORA • MISSISSIPPI 39071

WWW.FBCFLORA.ORG

601.879.8022

Funeral Home, Cemetery, Crematory,
Mausoleum, Pet Columbarium,

Memorials & Cremation Benches

ALL IN ONE LOCATION

Stop by anytime for a tour!
Pre-Need Financing Available!

Locally Owned & Operated!

601-898-8565

P.O. Box 1310
11748 Hwy 35

Kosciusko, MS 39090
662.289.4111

P.O. Box 71
3434 N. Liberty St.
Canton, MS 39046

601.859.2031
culpepperfuneralhome.com

114 CENTRE ST. • RIDGELAND, MS 39157

601-991-9663
www.HondaCarShop.net • Maintenance & Repair • We do it all!

HONDA • ACURA • LEXUS • TOYOTA

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE & 24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE
Ridgeland • 601-856-0700
Lakeland • 601-939-9700

Richland • 601-664-9770
South • 601-372-0042

Gluckstadt • 601-499-1700

MORTGAGE
Licsense #46249

Mississippi Licenses Mortgage Company
7738A Old Canton Road, Madison, MS 3991

DAN D’AMICO Licsense #46776  |  VICKIE GRAVES Licenses #46774
P: 601.607.4730  |  F: 601.607.4727  | amsmort.com

Preserve the
Trees

Atlas Foundation Repair

Thru Greater Depths
601.853.8700

SuperTalk 97.3FM
Saturday • 10:00AM

Mississippi’s leading resource for office products
and business communications solutions.

5442 Executive Plaza
Jackson, MS 39206

Copier and Printing
Mailing and Shipping

601.362.9192
WWW.ABSMS.COM

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.” 
— 2 corinthians 5:17 (eSV)

“Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a 

day may bring.” 
 

— Proverbs 27:1 (eSV)

“Finally, all of you, have unity of 
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble 

mind.” 
— 1 Peter 3:8 (eSV)

“Let all that you do be done in 
love.” 

— 1 corinthians 16:14 (eSV)

“Commit your work to the 
Lord, 

and your plans will be  
established.” 

— Proverbs 16:3 (eSV)

“With all humility and gentle-
ness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love.” 
— ephesians 4:2 (eSV)

1536 East County Line Road • 601-956-1030
Thomas “Tico” Hoffman

112 BUSINESS PARK DR.  •  RIDGELAND, MS 39157
OFFICE: 601.977.9990  •  FAX: 601.977.8838

LARRY STACY  /  SALES REPRESENTATIVE

SPECIAL MILLWORK

230 Hwy 51 North
Ridgeland, MS 39157

601-206-8880
gotgear.com

BAPTIST 
BROADMOOR BAPTIST  
1531 Highland Colony Pkwy., Madison 
601-898-2345 
BUCK HORN BAPTIST  
2193 N. Old Canton Rd. 
Canton 859-7039  
CALVARY BAPTIST  
441 Washington St., Canton 859-7431  
CANTON BIBLE BAPTIST  
815 Dr Martin Luther King Dr. N. 
Canton 859-2003  
CENTER TERRACE BAPTIST  
605 E. Peace St., Canton , 859-4186  
CHURCH OF THE HIGHLANDS 
670 Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS BAPTIST Northpark 
Dr., Ridgeland 
COUNTY LINE MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  
109 Lula Baptist Church Rd. 
Flora 879-8404  
DAMASCUS BAPTIST  
3964 Hwy. 22, Flora 662-746-5938.  
FAIRVIEW MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1278 N. Old Canton Rd. 
Madison 605-2090  
FARMHAVEN BAPTIST  
420 Pat Luckett, Canton 859-7238  
FEARNS CHAPEL   
FREEWILL BAPTIST  
Old Pocahontas Rd., Flora 879-3525  
FIRST BAPTIST  
3316 S. Liberty St., Canton 859-3172  
FIRST BAPTIST OF FLORA  
102 Jackson St., Flora 879-8022  
FIRST BAPTIST OF MADISON  
2100 Main St., Madison 856-6177  
FIRST BAPTIST OF RIDGELAND  
302 W. Jackson St., 856-8724  
FIRST STOKES CHAPEL BAPTIST  
459 Third Ave., Canton 859-7911  
FRANKLIN BAPTIST  
Hwy. 22 W., Flora 879-3415  
GOOD HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1828 Cox Ferry Rd., Flora 879-3913  
GRACE CROSSING BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
598 Yandell Road, 601-427-0163 
GREATER RICHMOND  
GROVE BAPTIST  
Complex Rd., 856-2209  
GREATER ROSS CHAPEL  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
Gluckstadt Rd., Madison 856-8778  
GREATER ST. MATTHEW   
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
3796 N. Liberty St., Canton 855-0240  
HARVEY CHAPEL MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST  
242 Ragsdale Rd., Canton 859-8811  
HIGHLAND COLONY BAPTIST  
Jay Richardson, Pastor 
1200 Highland Colony Pkwy. 856-4031  
HUMBLE JERUSALEM BAPTIST  
420 Hwy. 16 W., Canton 859-0654  
JONES CHAPEL BAPTIST  
Pocahontas Rd., Flora 879-3447  

LIBERTY BAPTIST  
815 W. Fulton St., Canton 859-6407  
LIVINGSTON MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  
Livingston Church Rd., Flora 879-3400  
MADISON COUNTY BAPTIST   
FAMILY LIFE CENTER  
349 N. Canal St., Canton 859-9132  
MAGNOLIA HEIGHTS BAPTIST  
206 Pine St., Flora 879-8122  
MARY GROVE BAPTIST  
Rankin Rd., Canton 859-5771  
MARY MAGDALENE BAPTIST  
1457 Loring Rd., Canton 859-2448  
MOUNT ABLE BAPTIST  
Hwy. 43 S., Canton 859-3511  
MOUNT LEVI BAPTIST  
1008 W. Fulton St., Canton 859-8720  
MOUNT PLEASANT BAPTIST  
Gluckstadt Rd., Madison 856-5862  
MOUNT ZION BAPTIST  
514 W. North St., Canton 859-2453  
MOUNT ZION COBBVILLE BAPTIST  
4206 Hwy. 51, Canton 859-5692  
MT. CENTER MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
468 Robinson Springs Rd.  
Flora 879-3117  
MT. ELAM MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
306 Mt. Elam Rd., Flora 879-9094  
MT. HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
201 Patrick Rd., Canton 855-0052  
MT. LEVI BAPTIST  
Hwy. 22, Canton 859-8720  
MT. OLIVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1397 Way Rd., Canton 859-1133  
MT. OLIVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
111 Mt. Olive Church Rd.,   
Madison 853-3100  
MT. PISGAH MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
793 Pisgah Bottom Rd. 
Canton 859-4329  
NEW BETHEL BAPTIST  
101 James Ave., Canton 859-2829  
NEW BIRTH FELLOWSHIP  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
837 Old Agency Rd., Madison 856-5279  
NEW LIFE BAPTIST 
 385 N. Old Canton Rd. 
Madison 856-8722  
NEW TRUELIGHT BAPTIST  
363 John Day Rd., Canton 859-5237  
OLD RICE ROAD BAPTIST  
82 Old Rice Rd., Madison 853-7500  
OLD TRUELIGHT MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
128 Summerlin Rd., Canton 859-3555  
PILGRIM REST BAPTIST  
239 Crawford St., Madison 856-2609  
PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
701 Hwy. 43, Canton 859-6716  
PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
852 Madison Ave. #A, Madison 856-2609  
PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  
409 Main, Madison 856-2609  
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST  
249 Pine Grove Rd., Canton 855-2060  
PLEASANT GIFT MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
2055 Pleasant Gift Rd., Canton 859-3004  
PLEASANT GREEN BAPTIST  
3920 Hwy. 43 N., Canton 859-5186  
PLEASANT GROVE  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
2184 Hwy. 22, Canton 859-5101  
PRIESTLEY CHAPEL  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
Virlilia Rd., Canton 859-8449  
RIDGECREST BAPTIST  
7469 Old Canton Rd., Madison 853-1090  
RIDLEY HILL  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1034 N. Livingston Rd.,  
Madison 853-1068  
RISING CHAPEL BAPTIST  
127 Rising Chapel Rd., Canton 859-4393  
ROCKY HILL BAPTIST  
390 County Barn Rd., Madison 856-0759  
SHADY GROVE BAPTIST  
168 Shady Grove Rd., Flora 879-3380  
SHARON COMMUNITY BAPTIST  
114 Church St., Canton 859-5656  
SIMMONS MEMORIAL BAPTIST  
118 Memorial Rd., Flora 879-8105 
SIMON HILL BAPTIST  
139 W. Ridgeland Ave., 853-2669  
SMITH CHAPEL BAPTIST  
323 Livingston Vernon Rd. 
Flora 879-9110  
SMITH CHAPEL BAPTIST  
Hwy. 49 S., Flora 879-8185  
SOUTH LIBERTY BAPTIST  
531 S. Liberty St., Canton 859-1279  
SOUTHERN HILLS  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1419 Hwy. 16 W., Canton 859-3523  
ST. JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
814 Old Yazoo City Rd. 
Canton 859-3001  
ST. PETER MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
2300 Stump Bridge Road 
Camden, MS 
STOKES CHAPEL BAPTIST  
902 Stokes Rd., Flora 879-3826  
TRACE RIDGE BAPTIST  
238 Lake Harbour Dr. 898-2003  
TWIN LAKES BAPTIST  
673 Lake Cavalier Rd. 
Madison 856-2305  
UNION HILL MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
4549 Hwy. 22, Flora 879-9060  
VICTORY BAPTIST  
420 Hoy Rd., Madison 856-4260  
WILSON GROVE BAPTIST  
Cox Ferry Rd. NE, Flora 879-8602  
WOODMAN HILL MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST 
 468 Kearney Park Rd., Flora 879-83470 
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-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

ORDAINED, ADOPTED, AND AP-
PROVED

-

AYE

AYE
-

AYE
-

AYE

AYE

AYE

AYE

WHEREUPON

-

/s/

-

______ /s/                        

-

-
MENT, LLC
A MISSISSIPPI LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY
PETITIONER

OF
LEE EARNEST TYLER, THE KNOWN 

RESPONDENTS
                                                                                  

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
                                                                                  

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

HEIRS OF LEE EARNEST TYLER, 

-

-

Public 
Notices

-

-

-

-

OR DELIVERED NOT LATER THAN 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 

NOT SO MAILED OR DELIVERED, A 

MONEY OR OTHER RELIEF DE-

ELLIOTT LAW FIRM, P.L.L.C.

Counsel for the Plaintiff

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES

The EAST MADISON WATER ASSO-
CIATION -

-

to EAST MADISON WATER ASSO-
CIATION, 1360 E PEACE STREET, 
CANTON, MS 39046
10:00 AM , on MAY 12, 2023

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-
-

-

·

·

-

-

·

·

·

·

-
tion)

-
-

-
-

-

·

·

-
-

· Project Knowledge
-

Public 
Notices

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

APRIL 27, 2023
Leroy Lacy, Board President

BEFORE THE MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC 
SERVICE COMMISSION

RAGSDALE SOLAR, LLC                                                  
DOCKET NO. 2023-UA-025

IN RE:
PETITION OF RAGSDALE SOLAR, 
LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUB-
LIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSI-
TY AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUC-
TION AND OPERATION OF A SOLAR 
ELECTRIC GENERATING FACILITY 
IN MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

NOTICE OF HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
-

-

THE HEARING WILL BE HELD

-

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE OFFI-
CIAL SEAL

BRENT BAILEY

(SEAL)

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT

BEAMON WRECKER SERVICE

-
ER SERVICE

NOTICE OF NOTE SALE
-

-

MADISON, MISSISSIPPI

-

-

-

-

-

-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE GUARD-
IANSHIP
OF A.M.S., A MINOR
CAUSE NO.: 22-989

LATANYA MOORE
PETITIONER

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICA-
TION

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 
IMPORTANT AND YOU MUST TAKE 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

-
-

Public 
Notices

-

RONNY LOTT, MADISON COUNTY
CHANCERY COURT CLERK

Attorney for Petitioner

IT Help Desk Coordinator
-

-

-

Submit letter of application with re-
sume, including references to:
Madison County Board of Supervi-
sors
Attn: Loretta D. Phillips, Director of 
Human Resources
P. O. Box 608 Canton, MS 39046
Resumes and references may also 
be emailed to hr@madison -co.com

-
-

-

-

-

HAWKINS
PLAINTIFFS
VS

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF MADISON

-

-

                                        

HOWARD LAW FIRM, PLLC

ADVERTISEM ENT FOR BIDS
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
CLARKDELL ROAD BRIDGE REHA-
BILITA TION
BID NUMBER 2023-0001

Clarkdell Road Bridge Rehabilita 
tion Project

-

-

“ CLARKDELL 
ROAD BRIDGE REHABILITA TION 
PROJECT ,” -

-

-

-

Public 
Notices

Madison County Journal

-

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 

                                        

HOWARD LAW FIRM, PLLC

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF ROBERT E. CLARK, JR., DE-
CEASED
CAUSE NO.       23-408 C
PAMELA L. HANCOCK,  PETITION-
ER
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-

-

PLLC

ESTATE OF ANTOANETTE STA-
PHAN
D E C E A S E D                                                                                                              

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-
-
-

/s/ Khader H. Istiphan

-

ATTORNEY

ADVERTISEM ENT FOR BIDS

-

11:00 A.M. on Friday, 
May 19, 2023, MCEDA, 

“Madison County Parkway Exten-
sion Paving Improvemen ts”.

-

“Madison County Parkway Pav-
ing Improvemen ts”

-

-

The total 120 
-

$500.00 

A MANDATORY PRE-BID MEETING 
WILL BE HELD AT THE OFFICE OF 
MCEDA (135 MISSISSIPPI PKWY, 
CANTON, MS 39046), AT 1:30 P.M. 
ON WEDNESDAY, April 26, 2023.

-
-

Public 
Notices

See LegaLS, page A9
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$100.00
set, none

-

Award will be made to the lowest 
and best bidder and the Madison 
Cunty Economic Development Au-
thority reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids and to waive any 
and all informalit ies.

Madison County Economic Devel-
opment Authority

BY:                      
Joey Deason, Executive Director

 April 20, 2023, 
and April 27, 2023

-

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
CATHERINE BROWN, DECEASED 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-
-

/s/ Tony Edmond

WILLIFORD, McALLISTER, JACO-
BUS & WHITE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JOHN L. HARVEY, DECEASED 
CAUSE NO. 2021-767 W
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-

-

-
-

INTENTION OF THE BOARD OF AL-
-

STADT, MISSISSIPPI (THE "CITY"), 
-

BOND OF THE CITY FOR SALE TO 
THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT 
BANK, OR ENTER INTO A LOAN 
WITH THE MISSISSIPPI DEVEL-

-

-

THEREFOR, IF NECESSARY; (B) 

WHEREAS

et seq.

-

-
-
-

-

-

WHEREAS -

et seq., Missis-

Public 
Notices

-

WHEREAS -

WHEREAS -

-

-

WHEREAS

the City Bond or by entering into the 

WHEREAS -

WHEREAS

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE 
CITY, ACTING FOR AND ON BE-
HALF OF THE CITY, AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1.

SECTION 2

-

SECTION 3. The Bonds or the City 

-

-

-
-

SECTION 4. -

-

-

-
-

-

SECTION 5.

Madison County Journal -

-

SECTION 6.

-

SECTION 7.

-
-

-

Public 
Notices

SECTION 8.

/s/ Walter Morrison, Mayor
/s/ Lindsay Kellum, City Clerk

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE GUARD-
IANSHIP
OF A.M.S., A MINOR
CAUSE NO.: 22-989

LATANYA MOORE
PETITIONER

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICA-
TION

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 
IMPORTANT AND YOU MUST TAKE 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

-
-

RONNY LOTT, MADISON COUNTY
CHANCERY COURT CLERK

Attorney for Petitioner

-
-

-

-
-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE GUARD-
IANSHIP
OF M.L.W., A MINOR

SARAH WRIGHT, PETITIONER                                            
CAUSE NO. 22-728

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICA-
TION

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

THE PETITION WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 
IMPORTANT AND YOU MUST TAKE 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

-
-

-

-

RONNY LOTT, MADISON COUNTY
CHANCERY COURT CLERK

(SEAL)

Public 
Notices

MRA alum named to Phi Sigma Theta
Phi Sigma Theta is proud to announce that Kennedi Sanders, the daughter of Kenneth and 
Sandra Sanders of Madison, has recently become a member of Pi Sigma Theta National 
Honor Society at Lousiana State University. Phi Sigma Theta is a national honor society ded-
icated to recognizing and rewarding academic achievement in undergraduates at institutions 
of higher learning. Congratulations Kennedi Sanders. Sanders is an LSU freshman who is 
majoring in Sports Administration. She is a sprinter on the LSU Women’s Track and Field 
team. She is a graduate of Madison Ridgeland Academy.

By JOHN LEE 
john@onlinemadison.com 

  
Madison’s Tonya Ware and 

Lynn Wentworth both took part 
in Opera Mississippi’s recent 
performance of “Die Fleder-
maus!” and said it was great 
fun to work with such gifted 
individuals.  

Ware and Wentworth were 
part of the ensemble cast of the 
show on April 22 at Thalia 
Mara Hall.  

Ware, who also works as 
executive director for Leader-
ship Greater Jackson and State 
Project Director of ReadyNa-
tion MS in Madison, said she 
decided to audition for Opera 
Mississippi after telling the 
leaders in her Business Master-
mind class that she wanted to 
try a new genre of music.  

“I’ve recorded both gospel 
and jazz albums in the past,” 
Ware said. “What an awesome 
experience it has been to con-
nect with so many gifted indi-
viduals and to be part of the 
push to get people out to shows 

again. I love that metro Jack-
son has so much to offer and 
Opera Mississippi is surely a 
highlight.”  

“Die Fledermaus!” is 
described as the 1800s meet the 
1980s, and gets its title from a 
humiliatingly drunken incident 
involving a man named “Dr. 
Falke,” a character whose 
friends refer to him as “The 
Bat.” 

The story of the opera fol-
lows Gabriel von Eisenstein, 
who has been sentenced to 
spend a short time in city jail. 
He has put off jail as long as he 
can, but his sentence must start 
before the end of the calendar 
year. It is now New Year’s Eve 
and he must fulfill his sen-
tence.  

However, Dr. Falke (The 
Bat), who its still seeking 
revenge from his past drunken 
incident, suggests that instead 
of going to jail, Eisenstein 
should attend a party at a 
famous Russian Prince’s home, 
without his wife, Rosalinda.  

To make things even more 

complicated, Rosalinda shows 
up at the party disguised as a 
famous Hungarian Countess 
and tricks him into seducing 
her. In the end, everyone in the 
party winds up at the jail the 
next morning to make fun of 
Eisenstein for falling into the 
trap set by Rosalinda and “The 
Bat.”  

Lynn Wentworth said he 
and his wife Patti joined Opera 
Mississippi in 2015 when their 
friends Bill and Bobbye Hen-
ley “made us an offer we could 
not refuse.”  

“They offered us to become 
board members of Opera Mis-
sissippi and the Natchez Festi-
val of Music,” Wentworth said. 
“Patti chose Natchez and I 
picked the opera. We have 
learned so much about the 
opera, and the dedication and 
discipline of the people who 
produce and perform in the 
opera arena. Not only have we 
been educated but we have 
great fun working with our fel-
low board members, singers, 
and performers.” 

Madison residents take 
part in opera performance

Madison residents took part in Opera Mississippi’s “Die Fledermaus” performance last 
weekend. Pictured, from left: Lynn and Patti Wentworth, Opera Mississippi Executive Direc-
tor Stacey Trenteseaux, who also sand Rosalinda, Administrative Director Kristen Dreaper, 
and Ambriehl McCoy, Opera intern and chorus member. 
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Classes/Coffees take place at the Madison Community Center, 
7454 Old Canton Road. 

For more info. about Madison’s Retirement Program, 
call Tona Becker at 601-317-9756.

Happenings...
MADISON

the City

Thank You to our 2023 Sponsors:
Premier SignatureElite

Follow our new Facebook 
page, Madison the City 
Community Partners, for 
upcoming city and business
events, highlights and more! 

601-856-7060 • 2023 Main St.

Ribbon Cutting:  Bless This Food Catering - 1029 Hwy 51, Ste F2 


